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vs. Black Duck
Modern product security needs go beyond traditional SCA. If you ship
firmware-driven devices—or must satisfy FDA, EU CRA, or Cyber Trust Mark
requirements—Finite State delivers deeper visibility, lower noise, and faster
compliance.

Black Duck Finite State

Vulnerability research, open-
source license compliance & SCA

End-to-end software supply chain
security: SCA, SBOM, deep
firmware/binary analysis,
regulatory support

Add-on module; limited
firmware depth

Native, deep binary & firmware
analysis (recursive unpacking,
config/credential/crypto detection);
unified source + binary results

Frequently high volumes; limited
context

Low noise via reachability &
exploitability analysis & threat
intel correlation

Operational risk guidance, patch
guidance, adoption signals,
remediation PRs 

Version-specific patch guidance,
compatibility context, adoption
signals, remediation PRs

Limited SBOM support Generate from source, binaries, or
third-party SBOMs; merge &
reconcile; enrich with hashes, IDs,
and vulnerability linkage

Limited IoT/firmware support Built for connected product
compliance (FDA, EU CRA, Cyber
Trust Mark) with exportable
SPDX/CycloneDX + VEX

Deep CI/CD & IDE plugins
(source-centric)

Deep CI/CD for source & binaries;
REST APIs/SDKs; works online, on-
prem, or air-gappedd; post-
deployment monitoring

Enterprise-focused; add-ons for
binaries

Flexible tiers tailored to device
makers & regulated industries

Feature Area

Primary Focus

Binary/Firmware
Analysis

False Positives

Developer
Guidance

SBOM

Regulatory
Compliance

DevSecOps
Integration

Pricing Model



Finite State unifies source and binary analysis, SBOM lifecycle management, exploitability-aware
prioritization, and compliance workflows—purpose-built for connected products. If your charter
includes firmware security, supplier SBOM reconciliation, or regulatory submissions, Finite State
reduces noise and accelerates remediation where legacy SCA tools fall short.

Deep binary & firmware visibility uncovers risks hidden in statically linked or monolithic builds, even
without access to source code.

Reachability analysis + EPSS/curated exploit intel delivers precise risk reduction and fewer false
positives.

High‑fidelity, compliance‑ready SBOMs from source, binaries, or third‑party inputs, enriched with
unique IDs, hashes, provenance, and exploitability context for regulatory submissions.

Actionable remediation workflows provide version‑aware upgrades, compatibility guidance,
popularity signals, auto‑generated PRs, and policy‑driven suppressions that carry forward to future
releases.

Deploy and operate anywhere via SaaS, on‑prem, or air‑gapped modes, with APIs/SDKs for
automation and continuous post‑release monitoring.

Finite State
Built for embedded/IoT realities: extract and
analyze file systems, libraries, configs, credentials,
and crypto materials from firmware; correlate
into a unified SBOM & vulnerability inventory; and
apply reachability to focus teams on exploitable
risk.

Ready to compare in your environment?

Discover Finite State’s binary depth, reachability-driven
prioritization, and compliance-ready SBOMs for yourself.

Request a demo

finitestate.io

Where the Architectures Differ

Black Duck
Optimized for source‑centric SCA and
license compliance, using file fingerprinting
for binaries. Strong where OSS governance
is the primary goal.

The Embedded Edge: How Finite State Delivers


